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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general show herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the siecgetvnts figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 
ncelude e report is a e listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 


from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

rrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds "available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is show for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rate from all causes and from all diseases com- 
bined decreased slightly during the week ending 21 January 194, as did the admission rate from colds, in- 
fluenza, etc. For the country as a whole there has been little change in morbidity from all causes and 
from all diseases combined during the first three weeks of January. For the week ending 21 January 19), 
the all causes rate at 85), per thousand per year and the corresponding all diseases rate of 785 per thou- 
sand. per year were both about 15 percent lower than for the week ending 22 January 19)3 at which time, 
however, admissions from respiratory causes were close to their highest for the early months of 193. 

The admission rate for colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 21 January 19) was reported at 350 
per thousand per year or practically the same as during the preceding two weeks. This was about 30 percent 
below the relatively high rate from these causes reported for the week ending 22 January 1943. Morbidity 
from all forms of pneumonia continued low, on substantially the same level as in recent weeks. 

The admission rate from injury for the week ending 21 January 19) was also the same as reported for 
the preceding two weeks, on the relatively low level of about 70 per thousand. 

For the fourth successive week, the number of cases of measles, mumps, and scarlet fever all showed 
pronounced increases. The number of new cases of measles was almost 0 percent higher than reported for 
the preceding week, while mumps and scarlet fever new cases were both about 15 percent higher than the 
preceding week. The number of new cases of meningitis showed only a small increase. The new cases of 
rheumatic fever continued practically as high as during the preceding week, which registered the largest 
number in any week since June 19);3. 

VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

orbidity from all causes and from all diseases combined increased markedly in the Third Service 
Command and the Military District of Washington. Substantial decreases in morbidity were reported ‘rom 
the Second and First Service Commands. 

The increased morbidity from all causes and from disease in the Third Service Command and the Mili- 
tary District of Washington reflected for the most part higher admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. 
Because of an outbreak of food poisoning at Camp Kilmer during the week ending 1) January 194, which was 
soon placed under control, lower morbidity was reported for the week ending 21 January 194, from the 
Second Service Command. The lower morbidity from all causes and from disease in the First Service Command 
was all due to lower admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. 

The highest rate of morbidity from all causes - in excess of 1100 per thousand per year - was 
reported from the Seventh Service Command, which also reported the highest admission rate from colds, in- 
fluenza, etc., in excess of 500 per thousand. Morbidity rates from all causes in excess of 1000 per thou- 
sand were also reported by the Third and Sixth Service Commands, which experienced admission rates from 


colds, influenza, etc. in excess of };50 per thousand. The lowest morbidity from all causes and from 
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disease was registered in the First Service Command, this being the only Service Command to report 
morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. considerably under 300 per thousand. 

The largest numbers of new cases of measles were reported from the Fourth, Seventh and Eighth Service 
Commands, which accounted for more than 75 percent of the total. The largest number of new cases of mumps 
was reported from the Fourth Service Command, which together with the Ninth Service Command accounted for 
more than 50 percent of the total. The new cases of scarlet fever were more uniformly distributed 
throughout the country with the Seventh and Ninth Service Commands accounting for over O percent of the 
total. The Seventh Service Command continued to report the largest number of new cases of rheumatic fever, 


NON EFFECTIVE RATE 

~The mean number of non-effectives for the country as a whole was reported at 0 per thousand for the 
week ending 21 January 19) or about the same as during the preceding week. The largest increase in the 
non-effective rate was reported from the Military District of Washington which also showed a substantial 
increase in admission rates. 

The differences in the non-effective rates by Service Command do not reflect so much the variations 
in morbidity in the Service Commands as the varying number of General Hospitals. When comparisons are 
made between the non-effective rates by Service Command excluding General Hospitals, the differences be- 
tween the non-effective rates by Service Command are seen to be very much aie than when the days lost 
in the General Hospitals are included. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 
The total bed capacity reported as of 21 January 19); was somewhat over 365,000. This apparent 


_ jdecrease in capacity of about 3,000 beds as compared with 1) January 19); represents in part a change in 


the basis of reporting bed capacity and not an actual decrease. 

The number of beds occupied as of 1) January 19); was about 182,500 or practically the same number as 
the previous week; the number of "available vacant" beds decreased to about 111,000. On 21 January there 
were 27 stations with a bed capacity of about 25,000 which had no "available vacant" beds; included among 
them were 7 general hospitals with a bed capacity of about 13,500 beds. 

On 21 January 19) there were 2,193 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 36 of which 
had presumably been acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment at the end of the week was reported at 16,61 while the number of tuberculosis cases 

remaining totaled 1,070. 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS TYPHUS FEVER (4) 
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of 1-Staten Island, Area 

2 Hosp., N. Y. 
§ 1-Forrest, Cp., Temn. 
1-Shelby, Cp.; Miss, 
1-Patterson Fld., Ohio 


1-Butner, Cp., N. C. 
2-3426 ASTP, Charleston 
Med. Cole, Se Cy 
1-Atterbury,Cp., Ind, 
2-Riley, Ft., Kans. 
1-Oakland Area S.He, 
Calif. 


1-3918 S. U., Univ. of 
Calif., Calif. 


Delayed Report: 
Week ending 1/14 


1-Tenn., Maneuver Area 


l-Rucker, Cp., Ala. 
1-Wheeler, Cp., Ga. 
1-Randolph Fld., Tex. 
1-Roswell AAB, N. Mex. 
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MENINGITIS (STREPTOCOCCIC, 
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1-Nashville AA Ctr., 
Tenn, 


MENINGITIS (PNEUMOCOCCIC CONJUNCTIVITIS (33) UNDULANT FEVER (2) ENCEPHALITIS (1) 


4 1 

if 1-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 17-Vint Hill Farms 1-Story, Ft., Va. 1-Pratt AAF, Kans. 
re Station, Va. l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 

a 16-Pittsburgh, Pa. 

: (3302 S. U.) 
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‘3 

Dee 

é STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT GERMAN MEASLES (26) MALTA FEVER (1) BACTERIAL Foe POISONING 
i, 85 


56-Kilmer, Cp., N. J. 
23-Syracuse Univ., N. Ye 
5—Lee, Cp., Va. 
1-Lawton, Fle, Wash, 


21-Benning, Ft., Ga. 13-Blanding, Cp., 
19-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 13-Shelby, Cp., oe 
25-Kearns, Cp., Utah 


l1-Haan, Cp., Calif. 


ENCEPHALITIS—POST 
LES 


IC SORE THROAT (18 


1-William & Henry 
Harrison, Ft., Mont. 


18-354th AAFCTD, 
La Grande, Ore. 
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1-Cushing G. H., Mass. 
1-Devens, Ft., Mass. 1-Gardner Fid., Calif. 
1-Narragansett Bay, H. 2-Kingman AAF, Ariz. 
R. 3-Minter Fld., Calif. 
1-Hamilton, Ft., N. Y. 
1-Monmouth, Ft., N. J. 
2-Shanks, Cp., N. Y. 
l-Eustis, Ft., Va. 
1-George G, Meade, Ft., 


1-Pickett, Cpe 9 Va. 


Delayed Report: 
Week ending 1/7 


5-Calif.—Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 
l-Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
1-Lee, CPey Va. 
1-Belvoir, Ft., Va. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
2—Benning, Ft., Ga. 
l-Bragg, Ft., N. Ce 
4-Coral Gables AAF, 
l1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
1-Gulfport Fld., Miss. 
1-Hunter Fld., Ga. 
l1-Jackson, Ft., S. C. 
4-McClellan, Ft., Ala. 
l1-MacDill Fld., Fla. 
1-Memphis AAB, Tenn. 
1-Marianna AAF, Fla. 
1-Miss. Ord. Plant, Miss. 
1-Orlando AAB, Fla. 
2=-Tyndall Fid., Fla. 
2-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky. 
1-Patterson Fld., Ohio 
1-Robinson, Ft., Nebr. 
11-4768 S. C. U., Mo. 
1-Brooke G. H., Tex. 
1-Chaffee, Cp., Ark. 


Fla. 


’ 
2-Will Rogers Fld., Okla. 
1~Adair, Cres Ore. 
1-Cooke, Cp. 9 Calif. 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
l1—Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
l-Letterman G. Hey Calif, 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 1 
2-Biggs Fld., Tex. 
3—Polk, Cp., La. 
2-Shanks, Cp., N. Y. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 3! DEG. 1943 
COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data of this supplementary report, like those of the Weekly Health Reporte, have been taken from 
Forms 86ab rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary 
in the continental United States. However, unlike the Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis 
of figures as received, so as to place the information in circulation at the earliest possible time, the 
figures here presented for the five week period ending 31 December 1942 include the great majority of the 
corrected reports as well as reports received ton late to be incorporated in the Weekly Reports. 

This supplementary report includes morbidity data for all individual stations with a strength of 1,000 
or over and gives details for admissions from venereal diseases and for neuropsychiatric cases. On pages 
37 and 38 there are presented charts showing the morbidity trends for specified diseases during 1942 and 
1943. On pages 40-72 appear the data for individual stations, while on page 39 is the summary for the 
United States as a whole and for the Service Commands. On pages 73-74 the six stations with the highest rates 
of admission during the five week period ending 31 December 1943 are shown for the various morbidity 
categories. 

In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers 
of cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates computed on the basis 
of 5 or fewer cases. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 
During the five week period ending 31 December 1943 the admission rates from all causes and from all 


diseases combined rose very sharply from the very low level which had prevailed during the preceding two 
months to over 1000 per year per thousand strength. This rise reflected a very sharp increase in admissions 
from colds, influenza, etc. which began in the latter part of November and reached a peak for the ccuntry 
as a whole during the second week of December. The admission retes from all causes and from all diseases 
combined for December 1943 were both about 13 percent higher than those for December 1942, chiefly because 
of higher morbidity from respiratory ceuses. The admission rate from injury decreased for the fifth 
consecutive month to the very low level of 66 per year per thousand strength, or the same as for January 
1943 which was the lowest ever recorded. 

As in November, the December admission rates from all causes and from all diseasescomtined varied 
considerably by Service Command. The Eighth and Ninth Service Commands because of their relatively low 
morbidity from respiratory causes, showed the lowest rates from all causes and all diseases combined — abax 
10 percent below those for the continental United States as a whole - while the Seventh Service Command 
which experienced the highest morbidity from resviretory causes in December had the highest rates - about 
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35 percent higher than for the country as a whole. The First, Second, Third, Fifth, and Sixth Service 
Commands all reported injury admission rates of about 55 per thousand, or about 15 percent lower than for 
the entire United States, while the highest injury rates in December (about 72 per thousand) were registered 
in the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands; these rates were nonetheless relatively low in relation to past 
experience. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the five week period ending 31 December 1943 rose . 
sharply to about 550 per year per thousand strength, in contrast with a rate of 1590 per thousand for Novem- 
ber and a level of about 100 per thousand for the period from July through October. This substantially 
higher morbidity resulted from outbreak of a mild form of influenza which began to manifest itself in the 
latter part of November and for the country as a whole passed its peak during the second week of December. 
By the end of December the admission rates from colds,influenza, etc. fell below those for December 1942 
even though for the entire month of December 1943 they averaged about 10 per cent higher. All Service 
Commands experienced a sizeable increase in morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. but in varying degrees. 
The highest morbidity recorded from these causes in December was in the Seventh Service Command where the 
rate increased from about 260 per thousand in November to almost 850 per thousand in December. The lowest 
morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was in the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands, both of which reported 
rates of about 430 per thousand. The outbreak of respiratory infections spread from the Sixth and Seventh 
Service Commands to the Fifth, Third and Second Service Commands, then to the First Service Commend and the 
Military District of Washington and finally to the Fourth, Bighth and Ninth Service Commands. 

As compared with January 1941 which represented the peak of the last relatively serious influenza epi- 
demic, the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. experienced in December 1943 was less than half as ligh 
for the country as a whole. Only in the Sixth and Ninth Service Commands (both of which showed relatively 
low morbidity during the January 1941 epidemic) did the admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. come 
within striking distance of the high rates experienced in January 1941. . 

Morbidity from pneumonia (including atypical) was appreciably higher in December than in November, al- 
though the relative increase in the rate (about 70 percent) was considerably less than that which occurred 
for colds, influenza, etc. (about 280 percent). In December the highest morbidity from pneumonia was ex- 
perienced in the Military District of Washington and the Seventh Service Command both of which showed rates 
somewhat in excess of 40 per thousand, or more than double the rate for the United States as a whole; in 
contrast, the Fifth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands had the lowest rates, only about 15 per thousand. 
As in preceding months, atypical pneumonia has continued to represent about 40 percent of the total 
pneumonia cases in the United States although this proportion has varied widely by Service Command, with 
the highest percentage of atypical pneumonia being reported in December from the Military District of 
Washineton end the Fourth and Fifth Service Commands and the lowest from the Second and Seventh Service 
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Commands. 


DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 


Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery increased slightly in December as compared with November but was 
at a relatively high level as compared with December 1942 when the rate was only about 60 percent as high. 
Morbidity from this cause was highest in the Second and Fifth Service Commands both of which reported rates 
in excess of 15 per thousand as e result of several minor outbreaks. 


VENERZAL DISTASES 


The admission rate from all venereal disease combined, excluding EPTI cases, remained at about the 
same level in December as it had been during the preceding two months. As in previous months, gonorrhea 
made up the great majority (about 75 percent) of the total morbidity from venereal disease. The First 
Service Command and the Military District of Washington, as in preceding months, had the lowest morbidity 
from venereal diseases, excluding EPTI, whereas the Second Service Command, with a rate of almost 40 per 
thousand had by far the highest rate. As in November, the Third Service Command continued to have a 
relatively high rate of morbidity from syphilis, excluding EPTI, its rate being more than double that for 
the United States as a whole. 

The morbidity represented by venereal EPTI cases was reported in December at 27 per thousand strength 
or only slightly below record high rate for November. Variations in morbidity rates for venereal EPTI 
cases by Service Command have little significance because they reflect in part different geographical dis - 
tribution of the Army relative to that of selectees, different proportions of white and colored inductees, 
differences in venereal diseases treatment facilities, end varying administrative practices. 

Morbidity from all venereal diseases combined including EPTI cases has shown a steady upward trend 
since the beginning of 1942. The rate for December was only slightly lower than that for November which had 
been the highest so far reported. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS 


In previous reports there were shown the reported rates of total admissions from neuropsychiatric 
disorders. As pointed out, such rates overstated the actual morbidity from these causes to the extent that 
cases admitted to a station hospital and then transferred to a general hospital (or in some instances to 
another station hospital) were in many instances counted twice. In December, general hospitals were inst 
ted to report neuropsychiatric admissions in a manner which made it possible to exclude transfer ceses in 
computing the morbidity rate from these causes. On the basis of this reporting procedure a more proper and 
accurate measure of morbidity from neuronsychiatric disorders is now presented for both December 1943 anc 
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previous months. The neuropsychiatric total admissions as reported for months prior to December 1943 were 
reviewed and modified on the assumption that the proportion of neuropsychiatric admissions to general 
hospitals which were actually found to be from "Command" or by change of disease classification was the 
same for months prior to December 1943 as reported for December 1943 (which was about 15 percent of the 
total admissions). The resulting series which more nearly represents a proper measure of neuropsychiatric 
admissions is shown in the chart on page 37. It should be noted that the revised admission rates may, if 
snything, be still slightly too high since some duplication on account of transfers between station hospitale 
has not been eliminated; it is believed however that such duplication is quite small. The revised Form 86a 
now being put into effect provices for separate reporting of neuropsychiatric admissions es between direct 
admissions end transfers, not only for general hospitals but also for all stations. This should result in 
even more accurate acmission rates from these causes teing available in the future. 

The rate of admission from neuropsychiatric disoréers decreased slightly in December to a level of 
about 25 per thousand strength as compared with a revised rate of 28 per thousand for November. The Second 
Service Command showed the highest morbidity from this cause, whereas the Sixth and Ninth Service Commands 
hed the lowest. Following the peak rate of 35 per thousand reached in August and September 1943, the 
neuropsychiatric admission rate has decreased each month, so that the current level is only about 15 percemt 
above that for December 1942. 


MEASLES, MUMPS, AND SCARLET FEVER 


The admission rate from measles almost tripled in December as compared with November, while those from 
mamps and scarlet fever doubled, but all remained nevertheless below those reported for December 1942. The 
upwarc trend in morbidity from these causes began to manifest itself in December, just as in previous years. 


MENINGITIS 

In December morbidity from this cause doubled as compared with the relatively low level of the preced- 
ing three months, but nonetheless was well below the epidemic rates reached in the early part of 1943. 
Increases in morbidity from this cause were reported from all Service Commands. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER 


Morbidity from rheumetic fever in December continued on about the same level as in the preceding three 
months or considerably lower than in the spring months of 1942. Morbicity remains relatively high compared 
with thet reported during most of 1942 at which time however there was considerable under-reporting of 
rheumatic fever. About half of the cases reported in recent months were from the Seventh Service Command. 
If the Seventh Service Command is eycluded, the December 1943 admission rate for the remainder of the 
courtry is only .4 per thousand or about the same es the 1942 level. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
a9 Morbidity from this cause decreased in December to less than 1 per thousand, the lowest reported in 
the past two years. 


MALARIA | 
Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United States continued at the relatively low rate of only about 
-l per thousand. On the other hand, malaria presumably acqired outside the United States showed an admis- 
sion rate of 2.3 per thousand, the highest yet recorded. Whereas malaria acquired in the United States is 
chiefly concentrated in the Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands, that acquired overseas is fairly 
uniformly distributed as between the various Service Commands. 


MORTALITY 

The mortality rate from all causes was reported at slightly over 2 per year per thousand strength dur 
ing December which was about the same as in November and somewhat lower than the rate for the preceding six 
month period. Mortality from disease (which accounts for only ebout 20 to 25 percent of the mortality rate 
from all causes) was reported at .56 per thousand strength or slightly higher than during the preceding 
three months. Nonetheless, the mortality rate from disease for December 1943 was 20 percent lower than that 
for December 1942. All Service Commands showed low mortality from disease, but the Military District of 
Washington had the relatively high rate of more than 2 per thousand strength due chiefly to its older age 
constitution. The December mortality rate from injury was reported at 1.58 per thousand or almost the same 


as in November. 


- TIVE RATE 

The non-effective rete for December was 41.5 per thousand strength or about 10 percent higher than the 
corresponding rate for November (38.0 per thousand). This increase to the highest rate recorded for the 
United States in recent years was to a considerable extent the result of the higher admissions from colds, 
influenza, etc. previously discussed. 

The variations in the non-effective rates by Service Command do not reflect so much the differences in 
morbidity between the Service Commands as the varying distribution of general hospitals. When comparison is 
made between the non-effective rates excluding general hospitals, the variations in the rates by Service 
Command are seen to be very much smaller than when the days lost in the general hospitals are included, as 
evidenced by the table below. 


Service Command aS 
ae II III MDW IV V VI Vil .. Vili IX 
Including General Hospitals 32.9 46.4 43.6 70.9 39.5 49.0 39.1 48.5 38.6 40.5 
Excluding General Hospitals 29.2 27.9 33.7 28.8 29.9 28.8 31.8 37.1 28.6 31.3 
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